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has become so odious to the Russians as the name of their
capital. '6 The Teutsch Bitters build a Burg for headquarters,
spread themselves this way and that, and begin their great
task. The Prussians were a fierce fighting people, fanatically
anti-Christian: the Teutsch Bitters had a perilous never-
resting time of it. ... They built and burnt innumerable
stockades for and against: built wooden Forts which are
now stone Towns. They fought much and prevalently,
galloped desperately to and fro, ever on the alert. How
many Burgs of wood and stone they built in different parts,
what revolts, surprisals, furious fights in woody, boggy
places they had, no man counted; their life, read in Dry-
asdust's newest chaotic Books (which are of endless length,
among other ill qualities) is like a dim nightmare of un-
intelligible marching and fighting : one feels as if the mere
amount of galloping they had would have carried the Order
several times round the Globe. . . . But always some
preaching, by zealous monks, accompanies the chivalrous
fighting. And colonists come in from Germany ; trickling
in, or at times streaming. Victorious Bitterdom offers
terras to the beaten Heathen; terms not of tolerant nature,
but which will be punctually kept by Bitterdom." Here
we see the strange stern, medieval, crusading atmosphere
which lies behind the unpleasant combination, so familiar
to us to-day in France and Belgium, of Uhlans and religion,
of culture and violence, of " Germanisation " and devasta-
tion. When we hear the German professors of to-day
preaching of the spread of German culture by the German
arms, and when we feel disgust at the exaggerated religious
phraseology which pervades the Kaiser's oratory and seems
to accord so ill with his policy and ambitions, we must
remember the peculiar origins of the Prussian State and
how comparatively recent those origins are. " I have once